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What is ArcGIS StoryMaps?

Digital Storytelling & Authentic Assessment

▪ Online content builder

▪ Intuitive, professional, easy 
to share

▪ Requires ArcGIS account 
(institution has access)
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ArcGIS StoryMaps as Assessment

Digital Storytelling & Authentic Assessment

▪ Final summative assessment (60%)

▪ Task was to create a StoryMap that reflected on the historical roots
of a present-day environment issue and/or a key theme in 
environmental history

▪ Students were expected to formulate their own project (with 
guidance provided).

▪ 2,000 words (equivalent)
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Supporting students to create StoryMaps

Digital Storytelling & Authentic Assessment

Specifically supported with four 60-minute workshops:

▪ StoryMaps and Storytelling

▪ How to create a StoryMap

▪ Planning and designing a StoryMap

▪ StoryMap Exchange (shared plans, formative feedback from peers)

Formative creative project plan (200 words)

▪ Structure outline and intended focus

▪ Idea of argument that links it all together

▪ Intended primary sources and data visualisations
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Marking

Digital Storytelling & Authentic Assessment

▪ Key elements marked on:
▪ Argument (knowledge and understanding of 

selected topic; critical analysis; independent 
thought; and creative thinking)

▪ Evidence (primary sources; secondary 
sources; referencing)

▪ Presentation and Design (writing style; 
structure; use of images, maps, and data 
visualisations)

▪ Best to have dedicated marking criteria

▪ Bullet points over ‘grade blurb’?
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Why did we use ArcGIS StoryMaps?

Digital Storytelling & Authentic Assessment

▪ A good match. Environmental history often about space and place. 
Storytelling lends itself to pressing issues?

▪ Digital skills development. StoryMaps archived for students to add 
to their CV and share with others

▪ Public history/engagement (relevance of history)

▪ Good fun. Interesting to mark

▪ Positive feedback from students

▪ Authentic assessment. Suitable in an era of AI…
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Tom’s Storyboard
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Tom’s Storyboard
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Tom’s StoryMap

https://arcg.is/0zHayn0
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Student Thoughts/Demo? Jarryd? (3 min)

Jarryd’s StoryMap

https://arcg.is/1CbS4e0
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Digital Storytelling & Authentic Assessment

StorytellingStoryboarding Digital 
Accessibility

What could we have done better?

https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
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Digital Storytelling & Authentic Assessment

Mini-demos of 
StoryMaps features 

Clearer Target 
Audience

Review Skills 
Acquired

What could we have done better?
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