20th March 2025
[image: ]
	

House of Commons Library
	Business:

Manufacturing Industries: Economic Indicators
Manufacturing is one of the production industries, which also include mining, electricity, water & waste management and oil & gas extraction.
In October to December 2024, the manufacturing sector accounted for 8.6% of total UK economic output (gross value added) and 8.0% of employment.

Published Friday 14th March.
Manufacturing industries: Economic indicators

Service Industries: Economic Indicators
The service industries include the retail sector, the financial sector, the public sector, business administration, leisure and cultural activities.
The service industries accounted for 81% of total UK economic output (gross value added) and 83% of employment in October to December 2024.

Published Friday 14th March.
Service industries: Economic indicators

Economy:

Unemployment International Comparisons: Economic Indicators
Youth (aged 15 to 24) unemployment is a major issue in many developed economies at present. In Q4 2024 the youth unemployment rate was 25.3% in Spain, and it also over 20% in Sweden (23.7%), Luxembourg (22.0%), Greece (21.5%) and Portugal (20.9%). It was 14.8% in the UK.

Published Friday 14th March.
Unemployment international comparisons: Economic indicators

Gross Domestic Product (GDP): Economic Indicators
GDP is estimated to have grown by 0.2% in November 2024-January 2025 compared to the previous three-month period (August to October), but to have fallen by 0.1% in January compared to December. This followed growth of 0.4% in December.

Published Friday 14th March.
Gross domestic product (GDP): Economic indicators


Components of GDP: Economic Indicators
GDP can be analysed in terms of the output produced by different industries, or in terms of spending by households, business and government. GDP is estimated to have fallen by 0.1% in January 2025, following growth of 0.4% in December 2024.

Published Friday 14th March.
Components of GDP: Economic indicators

Transport:

Improving Transport Connectivity in the Northwest
There will be a Westminster Hall debate on improving transport connectivity in the Northwest on 19 March 2025. The debate will be opened by Jo Platt MP (Labour, Leigh and Atherton).

Published Friday 14th March.
Improving transport connectivity in the Northwest

Education:

Student Support for the Over 60s
Find out what support is available for students over 60 interested in undergraduate and postgraduate study in the UK.

Published Friday 14th March.
Student support for the over 60s

Environment:

Air Quality: Policies, Proposals and Concerns
A briefing on evolving air quality policies and legislation across the UK, targets, statistics and health and inequality concerns.

Published Friday 14th March.
Air quality: policies, proposals and concerns

	

House of Lords Library
	In Focus:

Recent US and UK Government Policy on Ukraine
The US government has recently shifted its approach to Ukraine, engaging in direct negotiations with Russia regarding the conflict’s resolution, pursuing a minerals agreement with Ukraine, and temporarily halting military aid and intelligence sharing. During these developments, the UK government has reaffirmed its support for Ukraine through financial and military assistance, in addition to hosting a peace summit and committing further military aid.

Published on Wednesday 12th March.
Recent US and UK government policy on Ukraine


Finance Bill: Bill 77 of 2024-25
The government introduced the Finance Bill in the House of Lords on 4 March 2025. The House is scheduled to debate the bill at second reading and all remaining stages on 19 March 2025.

Published Thursday 13th March.
Finance Bill: Bill 77 of 2024-25

75th Anniversary of the European Convention on Human Rights
The European Convention on Human Rights was signed by the members of the Council of Europe, including the UK, in Rome in 1950. The UK was one of the first states to ratify it in 1951 and it is now incorporated into UK law through the Human Rights Act 1998. The UK government has recently restated its unequivocal commitment to the convention.

Published Thursday 13th March.
75th anniversary of the European Convention on Human Rights

Reducing the Crown Court Backlog
The crown court backlog reached a record high of 73,105 cases in September 2024. The impact on victims, witnesses and defendants has been significant as they wait longer for their cases to be resolved. The government commissioned an independent review of criminal courts that will produce reform recommendations to address crown court pressures. Whilst stakeholders have welcomed the review, some have called for more immediate action to reduce the backlog.

Published Thursday 13th March.
Reducing the crown court backlog

	

Institute for Government
	IfG Academy:

Keir Starmer Rewires the State: An Interview with the Prime Minister
Keir Starmer joins us on Inside Briefing for an exclusive interview with IfG director Hannah White.

Published Thursday 13th March.
Keir Starmer rewires the state: An interview with the prime minister

	
OECD

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
	News from OECD Environment:

OECD Environmental Performance Reviews: Sweden 2025
The fourth Environmental Performance Review of Sweden 2025 was officially launched on 12 March in Stockholm. The report examines the country’s progress towards its environmental goals in the last decade with an emphasis on climate change mitigation and negative emissions promotion.

Published Wednesday 12th March.
OECD Environmental Performance Reviews: Sweden 2025



A place-based approach to climate action and resilience
This paper reviews the case for place-based climate policies and actions and outlines challenges and opportunities in four key policy areas: Supporting the transition of businesses and workforces to net zero; investing in climate-resilient infrastructure; stimulating climate innovation; and enhancing financing for place-based climate action.

Published Thursday 13th March.
A place-based approach to climate action and resilience

How to decarbonise mobility systems? A conversation with OECD experts
How can we make transport greener and healthier? In a recent Green Talks LIVE webinar, experts from the OECD and the Government of Catalonia explored the road to decarbonising mobility systems. This blog provides the key takeaways from the discussion with insights on how to incentivise sustainable transport and why a systems approach is key to real change.

Published Friday 14th March.
How to decarbonise mobility systems? A conversation with OECD experts

Harnessing mission governance to achieve national climate targets
Join us on 1 April at 15:00 CET for a high-level roundtable bringing you the latest OECD insights on a new report, Harnessing Mission Governance to Achieve National Climate Targets.

Webinar Registration - Zoom

	

Policy Exchange
	On the Agenda:

Will Streeting’s shake-up save the NHS?
In a major policy win for Policy Exchange, the Prime Minister has announced that NHS England will be abolished as an arm's length commissioning body so the Government can restore "democratic control" over the NHS.

Published Wednesday 12th March.
Will Streeting's shake-up save the NHS? 

For Whose Benefit?
Proposals to Reform Health and Disability Benefits & To Create a New Social Contract

For Whose Benefit?

The Rule of Law: at home, abroad – and in Westminster
Keynote address by Lord Wolfson of Tredegar KC Shadow Attorney General. The event will include a Q&A with the audience.
Date: Tuesday 25th March 2025
Time: 12:00 – 13:00
The Rule of Law: at home, abroad – and in Westminster

Robustly Resilient
British Supply Chain Policy in an Era of Eurasian Competition

Robustly Resilient

Strengthening the Political Constitution
In a week in which the primacy of politics was at the centre of the Government's agenda following the decision to bring NHS England back under the control of the Department of Health and Social Care, a new report edited by Richard Johnson for Policy Exchange — backed by former Supreme Court Justice Lord Sumption and former Justice Secretary Sir Robert Buckland KC — argues that the constitutional reforms of the past 30 years have allowed Governments of both parties to evade political responsibility by shifting too much power away from politicians to unelected bodies.

Strengthening the Political Constitution

Have we reached peak EDI?
With the news this week that two major City watchdogs will be ditching planned ‘Diversity and Inclusion’ regulation, Lara Brown — Senior Research Fellow at Policy Exchange — asked in an article for The Spectator whether we have reached 'peak EDI'.

Published Thursday 13th March.
Have we reached peak EDI?

Two-tier justice is taking over the courts
Following the furore over the publication of new sentencing guidelines — and the statement by the Lord Chancellor that she intends to review the role of the Sentencing Council.

Two-tier justice is taking over the courts

Border Security Bill
Stephen Webb — Head of Government Reform and Home Affairs at Policy Exchange — appeared on GB News this week to discuss the future of the Border Security Bill, and Policy Exchange's work in this area.

Border Security Bill

Integration and Community Cohesion
During the Second Reading debate of the Protection of Children (Digital Safety and Data Protection) Bill in the House of Commons on Monday, Shadow Minister for Science, Innovation and Technology, Dr Ben Spencer MP cited 'Disconnect: The Case for a Smartphone Ban in Schools' (2024).

Published Thursday 13th March.
Integration and Community Cohesion

	

Scottish Government
	Improving communities’ mental wellbeing
£30 million for grassroots projects for adults
Improving communities’ mental wellbeing

Improving health through innovation
Funding for scientific and technological health projects.
Improving health through innovation

Robust homelessness prevention measures in Housing Bill
Ensuring people receive help before reaching crisis
Robust homelessness prevention measures in Housing Bill

New residential rehabilitation service opens
North-East project boosts capacity
New residential rehabilitation service opens

Safeguarding the Edinburgh Festival Fringe
Funding to develop one of Scotland’s signature events
Safeguarding the Edinburgh Festival Fringe

Cost of living support
More than £2 million will fund wrap-around support to households
Cost of living support

Pension Age Disability Payment replaces Attendance Allowance
Social Security Scotland has started the transfer of 169,000 benefit awards
Pension Age Disability Payment replaces Attendance Allowance

Delivering free school meals
Proposed regulations to support next phase of rollout
Delivering free school meals

Support for women in conflict resolution
First Minister marks International Women’s Day
Support for women in conflict resolution

	

UK Knowledge Exchange
	Weekly Round Up:

New Opportunities for the Research Community to Engage with Parliament

Knowledge Exchange Unit - UK Parliament

Select Committees Currently Accepting Written Evidence
New calls for evidence: 
The UK-EU reset (Lords) | European Affairs Committee | 2 April 2025
UK economic security | Business and Trade Sub-Committee on Economic Security, Arms and Export Controls | 4 April 2025

The UK-EU reset: rebuilding a strategic partnership in uncertain times (Commons) | Foreign Affairs Committee | 8 April 2025

Farming in Wales in 2025: Challenges and Opportunities | Welsh Affairs Committee | 14 April 2025

Rule of Law | Constitution Committee | 15 April 2025

The UK at the United Nations Security Council | Foreign Affairs Committee | 18 April 2025

Women, peace and security | International Development Committee | 22 April 2025

In Partnership with AHRC, we are looking for an Arts and Humanities Research Fellow!
This 12-month Research Fellowship (minimum 3 days a week) is kindly funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council. It is open to junior researchers or knowledge exchange professionals with research skills who are employed by a university or one of UKRI’s Eligible Independent Research Organisations or Research Institutes. We will be running a virtual information session on MS Teams on Wednesday 26 March from 1-2pm, for you to find out more about this role, recruitment process and completing a fellowship at Parliament. Sign up here.

British Psychological Society Fellowship 2025/26
POST and the British Psychology Society (BPS) are offering a 13-week fellowship to PhD students in a psychology-related subject and who are a Member of the British Psychological Society. Application deadline: Sunday 4 May at 11.59pm

POST Award - Application Guidance.pdf

The Home-Based Working Committee wants to hear from you
The House of Lords Select Committee on Home-based Working has recently put out its call for written evidence. They have asked us to let you know that they are very keen to hear from researchers. The deadline to submit evidence is 10 am on Friday 25 April 2025.

Call for Evidence - Committees - UK Parliament

	

Welsh Government
	Business, Economy and Innovation:

Welsh Economy in Numbers
The statistics are focussed on individuals in Wales and are presented in 4 main themes: income, output, work and poverty and wealth.
Welsh economy in numbers

Support for Children Affected by Parental Imprisonment: Scoping Research
This report presents findings from research undertaken to consider how future support for children affected by parental imprisonment could be improved in Wales.
Support for children affected by parental imprisonment: scoping research

Discretionary Assistance Fund: October to December 2024
For the period October to December 2024, discretionary assistance fund statistics, analysed by age and local authority.
Discretionary assistance fund: October to December 2024

Attendance of Pupils in Maintained Schools: 2 September 2024 to 14 February 2025
Management information provided by schools in Wales on attendance of pupils in maintained schools from 2 September 2024 to 14 February 2025.
Attendance of pupils in maintained schools: 2 September 2024 to 14 February 2025

Education Maintenance Allowances (EMA) Awarded in Wales: September 2004 to January 2025
Data includes information by learning centre type, gender and value of EMA awarded for January 2025.
Education Maintenance Allowances (EMA) awarded in Wales: September 2004 to January 2025

School Holiday Enrichment Programme: An Analysis of Policy Alignment
Alignment of the School Holiday Enrichment Programme (SHEP) and other Welsh Government-funded school holiday programmes.
School Holiday Enrichment Programme: an analysis of policy alignment

Welsh Government Learning Grants (further education): September 2023 to August 2024
Data by age, local authority, mode of study and residual income for September 2023 to August 2024.
Welsh Government Learning Grants (further education): September 2023 to August 2024

Student Support Applications for Higher Education: September 2012 to January 2025
Data includes the number of applications received and grants awarded for January 2025.
Student support applications for higher education: September 2012 to January 2025



Attendance and Absence from Schools: September 2023 to August 2024
Data on authorised and unauthorised absenteeism by pupils of compulsory school age for September 2023 to August 2024.
Attendance and absence from schools: September 2023 to August 2024

Homelessness and Substance Misuse: Impact on Secondary Healthcare in Wales
Using administrative linked data, this study found that substance misuse and homelessness together increase health inequalities.
Homelessness and substance misuse: impact on secondary healthcare in Wales

Mental Health (Wales) Measure 2010: October to December 2024
Data on referrals and waiting times for Local Primary Mental Health Support Services (assessments and therapeutic interventions) for October to December 2024.
Mental Health (Wales) Measure 2010: October to December 2024

Healthy Child Wales Programme (contacts with children): July to September 2024
Healthy Child Wales Programme is a universal health programme for all families with children aged 0 to 7 for July to September 2024.
Healthy Child Wales Programme (contacts with children): July to September 2024

Breastfeeding Data: July 2014 to September 2024
Data includes breastfeeding status at birth, 10 days, 6 to 8 weeks, and 6 months by local health board for July 2014 to September 2024.
Breastfeeding data: July 2014 to September 2024

Patients in Mental Health Hospitals and Units: as of 31 March 2024
Data on residents in NHS hospitals and units for people with a mental illness or a learning disability as of 31 March 2024.
Patients in mental health hospitals and units: as at 31 March 2024

Detentions under Section 135 and 136 of the Mental Health Act: October to December 2024
Data on the number of Section 135 and 136 detentions in Wales by age, gender, ethnicity, place of safety and outcome of assessment for October to December 2024.
Detentions under Section 135 and 136 of the Mental Health Act: October to December 2024

NHS Dental Services: July to September 2024
Number of patients receiving NHS dental treatment, the type of treatments provided and the numbers of NHS dentists for July to September 2024.
NHS dental services: July to September 2024


Mental Health Statistics: Interactive Dashboard
This dashboard brings together all current mental health data currently published on Stats Wales in one space from a wide variety of data sources.
Mental health statistics: interactive dashboard

Eye Care Measures for NHS Outpatients: January 2025
Monthly data on ophthalmology outpatients who were waiting within their target date or within 25% beyond their target date at the end of January 2024.
Eye care measures for NHS outpatients: January 2025

Final Findings from the Dementia Action Plan (2018 to 2022) Evaluation
The reports present the findings from the final stages of the evaluation, focusing on the plan's implementation and the provision of person-centred care.
Final findings from the Dementia Action Plan (2018 to 2022) evaluation

Basic Income for Care Leavers in Wales Pilot Evaluation: Annual Report 2024 to 2025
The second in a series of reports evaluating the Basic Income for Care Leavers in Wales Pilot including early experiences of young people involved in the pilot, contributions from the evaluation co-production group and initial analysis of how the pilot was implemented.
Basic income for care leavers in Wales pilot evaluation: annual report 2024 to 2025

Housing:

Homelessness Accommodation Provision and Rough Sleeping: December 2024
Data on persons placed into temporary accommodation and rough sleepers for December 2024.
Homelessness accommodation provision and rough sleeping: December 2024

Homelessness: April to September 2024
Data on the number of households applying to local authorities for housing assistance under the Housing (Wales) Act 2014 and the number of households in temporary accommodation for April to September 2024.
Homelessness: April to September 2024

Help to Buy – Wales (Shared Equity Loan Scheme): October to December 2024
Data on the number of homes purchased and the value of the loans received under the scheme for October to December 2024.
Help to Buy - Wales (Shared Equity Loan Scheme): October to December 2024

Justice and Law:

Prisons and Probations: Interactive Dashboard
The prison and probation services work to carry out sentences given by the courts, either in custody or in the community. This dashboard presents data for the prison and probation services in Wales.
Prisons and probations: interactive dashboard

Cross Cutting:

Ad-hoc Statistical Requests: 10 to 21 February 2025
Responses sent on 10 to 21 February 2025.
Ad-hoc statistical requests: 10 to 21 February 2025

News:

New Chief Healthcare Science Officer for Wales appointed

Hywel Dda health board making improvements under new leadership

Improvements in children’s mental health services at South Wales health board

Strategy aims to support people who self-harm and have thoughts of suicide

GPs to play crucial role in transforming Wales’ health service

New Digital Weight Management Service "Gro Health" Launched for Gwent residents

IWD 2025 | Meet the research team helping to improve health outcomes for women
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