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NECC

North East Chamber
of Commerce
	Chamber Business Awards 2025:

Submissions for this year's Chamber Business Awards close on 21 March 2025 – save the date for the final taking place on 19 June 2025

Chamber Business Awards Guide 2025 online

	
HEPI

Higher Education
Policy Institute
	Will the use of generative AI shift higher education from a knowledge-first system to a skills-first system? - HEPI

How do care-experienced students view their time in higher education? - HEPI

How can evolving student attitudes inform institutional Gen-AI initiatives? - HEPI

Greater width and greater depth: changing higher education in an electronic age - HEPI

The Graduate Route — the most undervalued tool at the Treasury’s disposal to drive growth in the UK. - HEPI

#ShoutOutForGerman - A case for language learning and German at British Universities - HEPI

	
UPEN

Universities Policy Engagement Network
	Updates:

UPEN Conference: Registration opens on Friday March 21st at 9am
Save the date to register for our UPEN Conference, happening on the 11th of June. If you have submitted a workshop/seminar to the conference, thank you! We will be in touch within the next week with an outcome. 

UPEN

Events:

Science policy communication methods for student assessment: the POSTnote Tickets, Wed, May 7, 2025 at 1:00 PM | Eventbrite

Bennett Institute for Public Policy Annual Conference 2025 - Bennett Institute for Public Policy

NFCC ACER Conference - NFCC

The Agile Initiative | Putting Science into Action: building a research system to address environmental crises

Select tickets – Capability and Capacity Building in Place Leadership: Identity, Inclusion and Change – University of Birmingham

	

UUK

Universities UK
	Upcoming Events:

Enhancing the student experience 2025

The University Transformation and Efficiency Summit 2025: Grasping the opportunity of a financially sustainable future

Political Affairs in higher education 2025

	
Welsh Centre for
Public Policy
	Events:

Infrastructure:

Lunchtime Briefing with Elliot Shaw, Chief Customer and Strategy Officer, National Highways
Thursday 24 April | 12:00 - 14:00
The livestream will run from 12:30 - 13:30
Hybrid Briefing | Free to Members
Lunchtime Briefing with Elliot Shaw, Chief Customer and Strategy Officer, National Highways

Procurement Panel with George Last, Director Strategy, Policy and Governance, Crown Commercial Service
Thursday 8 May | Timings TBC
Hybrid Briefing | Free to Members
Email workshops@wig.co.uk to register interest

Economic Growth and Prosperity:

Breakfast Briefing with Andrew Forzani, Government Chief Commercial Officer
Tuesday 10 June | 08:00 - 10:00
The livestream will run from 08:30 - 09:30
Hybrid Briefing | Free to Members
Breakfast Briefing with Andrew Forzani, Government Chief Commercial Officer

Net Zero Sutainability:

Lunchtime Briefing with David Hill, Director General for Strategy and Water, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Wednesday 26 March | 12:00 - 14:00
The livestream will run from 12:30 - 13:30
Hybrid Briefing | Free to Members
Virtual Live Briefing with David Hill, Director General for Strategy and Water, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Lunchtime Briefing with Fintan Slye, Chief Executive, National Energy System Operator (NESO)
Tuesday 1 April | 12:00 - 14:00
The livestream will run from 12:30 - 13:30
Hybrid Briefing | Free to Members
Lunchtime Briefing with Fintan Slye, Chief Executive, National Energy System Operator (NESO)

Trade and International Affairs:

Lunchtime Briefing with Kate Joseph, Director General, Economic Security and Trade Relations (ESTR), Department for Business and Trade
Thursday 1 May | 12:00 - 14:00
With Oriel Petry, Senior Vice President, Head of Airbus Group UK Public Affairs, Airbus
The livestream will run from 12:30 - 13:30
Hybrid Briefing | Free to Members
Lunchtime Briefing with Kate Joseph, Director General, Economic Security and Trade Relations (ESTR), Department for Business and Trade

Collaborative Leadership and Organisational Development:

WIG D&I Conference 2025 - Convening Diverse Perspectives to Catalyse Inclusive Growth
Wednesday 19 March | 08:45 - 17:30
Now in its 11th year, WIG’s Diversity & Inclusion Conference provides a unique platform to discuss diversity as a driver for benchmarking and collaborating across sectors to create inclusive and high-performance workplaces as key to prosperity.

With speakers including Susannah Storey, Permanent Secretary, DCMS, Dr Nicola Hodson, Chair, IBM UK&I, Mel Barrett, Chief Executive, Metropolitan Thames Valley Housing, and Fiona Ryland, the Government Chief People Officer.
Member Ticket: £500 + VAT 
Non-Member Ticket: £600 + VAT 
Conference | Member Discounts and Group Bookings Available
WIG D&I Conference 2025 - Convening Diverse Perspectives to Catalyse Inclusive Growth

Advanced Collaborative Leadership Programme: Drop-in Session
Wednesday 26 March | 12:00 - 12:45
Drop-In Sessions | Free to Members
Advanced Collaborative Leadership Programme: Drop In Session

Senior Leadership Programme: Drop-in Session
Thursday 27 March | 12:00 - 12:45
Drop-In Sessions | Free to Members
Senior Leaders Programme: Drop-in Session

Step Up Step Across: Drop-in Session
Tuesday 1 April | 12:00 - 12:45
Drop-In Sessions | Free to Members
Step Up Step Across: Drop-in Session

Women's Leadership Programme: Drop-in session
Wednesday 2 April | 13:00 - 13:45
Drop-In Sessions | Free to Members
Women's Leadership Programme: Drop-in session

Technology and Digital:

Seizing the AI Opportunity - A Cross-Sector Perspective
Thursday 13 March | 14:00 - 15:00
Featuring Victoria Bew, Deputy Director, Strategy, i.AI, Amanda Sleight, Managing Director, Public Sector, Microsoft UK, and Professor Michael Rovatsos, Professor of Artificial Intelligence, The University of Edinburgh
Webinar | Free to Members
WIG Webinar: Seizing the AI Opportunity - A Cross-Sector Perspective

	

Wonke
	Friday 14th March Review:

The House of Commons Education Committee has announced a “deep dive evidence session” to examine funding issues in the higher education sector. To be held on 8 April, the committee expects to scrutinise domestic and international student numbers, pensions, tuition fees, research funding, and the impact of financial pressures on staff.

Highlights of the Week:

On Tuesday 18 March, Wonkhe will host our annual student experience event The Secret Life of Students in London. Also on Tuesday, the Scottish Funding Council will publish a set of reports on its regional collaboration projects across the tertiary system. On Thursday, HESA will publish summary statistics for student enrolments and qualifications in 2023–24. Also on Thursday, the House of Lords Social Mobility Policy Committee will take evidence from representatives of the higher education sector in England. Thursday will also see the Higher Education Policy Institute publish a report on the educational underachievement of boys and young men.

Monday 17th March Briefing:

We’re asking how universities are navigating the change and uncertainty around them, and what different strategies are available to find a way through. We’re also putting the finishing touches on The Secret Life of Students taking place tomorrow in London – we hope to see you there. Have a great week.
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