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Mission-Oriented Research Fund (MORF)
Guidance and Terms & Conditions (March 2025)

We are pleased to announce a funding opportunity for Small Research Projects: Mission-Oriented Research in Business and Society 

Key Details
Funding available: Up to £6,000 for one project 

Newcastle University Business School invites applications for small research projects exploring mission-oriented/challenge-oriented research in business and society. 

This funding opportunity supports innovative projects that align with the principles of mission-driven research, addressing significant societal, economic, and environmental challenges.

We particularly encourage proposals that investigate how businesses, policymakers, and other stakeholders can engage with mission-oriented approaches to drive sustainable and inclusive growth.  Projects may also consider alternative perspectives, methods, and outputs beyond traditional academic publications.
Scope of the call

Projects must focus on at least one of the following themes:
· The strategic role of business in mission-oriented research – how businesses contribute to and benefit from mission-driven innovation
· Governance and policy – the role of public-private partnerships and policy frameworks in enabling mission-oriented strategies
· Sustainability and inclusive growth – examining mission-driven business models addressing societal challenges such as net-zero, fair work, and digital inclusion
· Innovation and entrepreneurship – the role of start-ups and SMEs in delivering mission-oriented impact
· Measuring impact and success – developing frameworks to assess the outcomes of mission-oriented research in business settings

Eligibility
· Interdisciplinary proposals, including collaborations with other departments or external partners, are encouraged
· The project must be feasible within a four-month period and align with the objectives of mission-oriented research



Funding and support
· Awards of up to £5,000 will be provided for research-related expenses, including data collection, research assistance, workshops, and dissemination activities. A small amount of travel maybe possible.
· We encourage a range of research outputs beyond traditional academic papers, such as policy briefs, case studies, toolkits, creative media, and engagement activities
· Successful applicants will be expected to present their findings in a research seminar and contribute to discussions on mission-oriented research within the school
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