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Business Wales
	Huge productivity gains from Toyota assistance programme
A programme helping organisations across Wales deliver productivity improvements and reduce waste in conjunction with Toyota has seen a number of major companies report savings of £1 million each.

Single-use vapes ban 'two months to go'
Businesses should take steps now to start planning for the ban and start stocking reusable vapes instead. Failing to recycle single-use vape stocks from 1 June will put your business at risk of commercial loss and legal enforcement action. 

Why does my business need to know about trade remedies?
If your business imports or exports raw materials, parts and components, or finished products then you will need to know about trade remedies.

New guidance to help check property details
The Valuation Office Agency has published new guidance to help you provide the right information about your property. If you provide false information you may be charged a penalty. This includes if the information is provided by an agent you have appointed to act on your behalf.

Self-employment and starting a business
Are you affected by the changes at Tata Steel UK? If you or a family member are facing redundancy and want to start your own business or be self-employed, we’d like to hear from you. Get in touch and we will provide the relevant information on the Start-up Fund eligibility and application process.

Find a business mentor
Are you a small business looking to improve and expand? If so, Business Wales Mentoring can help you take the next step. Register with us to be matched up with a mentor with the skills to help take your business to the next level.

	

House of Commons Library
	Business:

Sewage discharges
This briefing sets out information on sewage discharges. It focuses on England. It covers what sewage discharges are, why these happen, legislation and targets, and an overview of progress.

Published Tuesday 15th April.
Sewage discharges

Constituency Data: Sewage discharges in England
This interactive dashboard allows you to browse data on sewage discharges in England, by constituency, river, and water company.

Published Tuesday 15th April.
Constituency data: Sewage discharges in England

An introduction to UK taxes
Find out about the UK tax system, the role of the Budget and the annual Finance Bill, key statistics on UK taxes, and sources of advice for taxpayers.

Published Tuesday 15th April.
An introduction to UK taxes

Fuel poverty in the UK
Record energy prices in 2022 and 2023 led to concern that more families would be drawn deeper into fuel poverty. How has fuel poverty changed and how do levels and policies vary across the UK?

Published Monday 14th April.
Fuel poverty in the UK

Government support for retail investment
A debate on Government support for retail investment will take place in Westminster Hall on 22 April 2025 from 4.30-6pm. This debate pack provides background and parliamentary material.

Published Wednesday 16th April.
Government support for retail investment

Trade in goods and services: Economic indicators
The UK exports and imports billions of pounds worth of goods and services. Find the latest data on UK trade and the current account.

Published Monday 14th April.
Trade in goods and services: Economic indicators

UK steel industry: statistics and policy
The UK steel industry: a statistical summary of the UK and international industry; analysis of current prospects and challenges; summary of government policy.

Published Friday 11th April.
UK steel industry: statistics and policy

Manufacturing industries: Economic indicators
Manufacturing is one of the production industries. Find the latest data on the activity of the UK manufacturing sector.

Published Friday 11th April.
Manufacturing industries: Economic indicators

Service industries: Economic indicators
The service industries include retail, finance, administration, and other areas. Find the latest data on the activity of the UK services sector.

Published Friday 11th April.
Service industries: Economic indicators

US trade tariffs
The US has imposed tariffs of 10% on most UK goods imported into the US. This article looks at why the Trump administration has done so and the UK government’s response.

Published Thursday 17th April.
US trade tariffs

Impact of AI on intellectual property
There will be a Westminster Hall debate on the impact of AI on intellectual property at 2:30pm on 23 April 2025. The debate will be opened by James Frith MP.

Published Wednesday 9th April.
Impact of AI on intellectual property

Access to cash and banking services
An overview of policy relating to the closure of bank and building society branches and to efforts to protect access to cash.

Published Tuesday 8th April.
Access to cash and banking services

Trading relationship with the EU
There will be a Westminster Hall debate on the UK trading relationship with the EU on Thursday 24 April at 3:00pm

Published Tuesday 8th April.
Trading relationship with the EU

Household debt: Economic indicators
Debt levels affect how much households spend. Find the latest data on UK household debt, mortgage rates and insolvencies.

Published Monday 7th April.
Household debt: Economic indicators

Education:

Mobile phones in schools (England)
A short overview of policy relating to mobile phone use in English schools, and related discussions

Published Wednesday 9th April.
Mobile phones in schools (England) 

Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education (Transfer of Functions etc) Bill [HL]: Progress of the bill
The bill would abolish the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education and transfer its functions to the Department for Education.

Published Wednesday 9th April.
Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education (Transfer of Functions etc) Bill [HL]: Progress of the bill

Health:

Weight loss medicines in England
A briefing on the licensing, regulation and supply of new weight loss medications in England.

Published Thursday 10th April.
Weight loss medicines in England

Medicines shortages
Find out about the causes and consequences of medicines shortages, and UK Government actions in response to supply disruption affecting human medicines.

Published Wednesday 9th April.
Medicines shortages

Culture, Media and Sport:

Football Governance Bill [HL] 2024-25
The Football Governance Bill [HL] 2024-25 will have its second reading in the House of Commons on 28 April 2025.

Published Wednesday 9th April.
Football Governance Bill [HL] 2024-25

Economy:

Unemployment in the UK: Economic indicators
Unemployment data tells us about the strength of the labour market. Find the latest data on UK unemployment levels and rates.

Published Tuesday 15th April.
Unemployment in the UK: Economic indicators

Employment in the UK: Economic indicators
Employment data tells us about the strength of the labour market. Find the latest data on UK employment levels and rates.

Published Tuesday 15th April.
Employment in the UK: Economic indicators

Average earnings: Economic indicators
Earnings data gives us information on the labour market and household finances. Find the latest data on earnings for men and women in the UK.

Published Tuesday 15th April.
Average earnings: Economic indicators

UK Labour Market Statistics
This paper provides the latest statistics and analysis of employment, unemployment, economic inactivity and earnings in the UK.

Published Tuesday 15th April.
UK Labour Market Statistics

People claiming unemployment benefits by constituency
This paper provides figures for the number of people claiming unemployment benefits (the “claimant count”) for the UK and by parliamentary constituency.

Published Tuesday 15th April.
People claiming unemployment benefits by constituency

Gross domestic product (GDP): Economic indicators
GDP measures the size of the economy. Find the latest GDP data for the UK and updated forecasts for GDP growth.

Published Wednesday 16th April.
Gross domestic product (GDP): Economic indicators

Financial markets: Economic indicators
The price of shares and commodities can help show the health of the economy. Find the latest data on the prices of shares, oil and gold.

Published Friday 11th April.
Financial markets: Economic indicators

Components of GDP: Economic indicators
GDP measures the size of the economy. Find the latest data on the industries and elements that make up the UK’s GDP.

Published Friday 11th April.
Components of GDP: Economic indicators

Sterling exchange rates: Economic indicators
Sterling often changes in value relative to other currencies. Find the latest data on exchange rates overall and against the dollar and euro.

Published Monday 7th April.
Sterling exchange rates: Economic indicators

Government:

Freedom of information requests
This Library Briefing gives an overview of freedom of information (FOI) requests.

Published Monday 7th April.
Freedom of information requests

Stalking protection orders
The government intends to strengthen the use of stalking protection orders as part of its plan to halve violence against women and girls in a decade.

Published Friday 4th April.
Stalking protection orders

Parliament:

Recall of Parliament
This briefing paper discusses the procedure for recalling Parliament, as well as providing details of recent occasions when Parliament has been recalled.

Published Friday 11th April.
Recall of Parliament

Opposition parties in the House of Commons
In the House of Commons, specific rights, privileges and sources of funding are available to the Official Opposition and other opposition parties.

Published Tuesday 8th April.
Opposition parties in the House of Commons

Elections:

The Budget and the annual Finance Bill
This briefing examines the way that Parliament scrutinises the Government's proposals for taxation, set out in the annual Budget statement.

Published Monday 14th April.
The Budget and the annual Finance Bill

Environment:

Broadband companies and telegraph poles
Find out about the rules broadband companies need to follow when they install telegraph poles.

Published Wednesday 16th April.
Broadband companies and telegraph poles

Fly-tipping: the illegal dumping of waste
A briefing on fly-tipping in England, covering law and responsibilities for it, calls for change and proposals for reform.

Published Monday 7th April.
Fly-tipping: the illegal dumping of waste

Communities:

Income inequality in the UK
This briefing covers trends in income inequality, the impact of the rising cost of living, and inequality between regions, ethnic groups and disability status.

Published Saturday 12th April.
Income inequality in the UK

Energy:

Debate on transitional support for North Sea oil and gas workers
A Westminster Hall debate has been scheduled for 9.30am on 23 April on transitional support for North Sea oil and gas workers. The debate will be opened by Kirsty Blackman MP.

Published Saturday 12th April.
Debate on transitional support for North Sea oil and gas workers

	

House of Lords Library
	House of Lords:

House of Lords data dashboard: Peerage creations
This page provides interactive data on the creation of life peerages in the House of Lords.

Published Monday 14th April.
House of Lords data dashboard: Peerage creations

Peerages created following prime ministerial resignations
UK prime ministers may draw up a resignation honours list on their departure from office, in which they may request that the reigning monarch grant honours to any number of people. Such honours may include peerages, knighthoods and damehoods, or other awards. However, not all have chosen to draw up such a list. These briefing lists those prime ministers who have requested that peerages be conferred on their departure from office.

Published Monday 14th April.
Peerages created following prime ministerial resignations

Economy:

US tariffs: Background, perspectives and impact on the UK
The US has announced significant increases in tariffs on imports, although has delayed full implementation. Many economists view tariffs unfavourably, arguing that they raise prices, reduce competition and risk retaliation. But others suggest that tariffs may benefit the country that applies them. UK exports to the US face an additional 10% tariff. This could be negative for UK exports and the economy. But there could be some upsides for the UK if the US goes ahead with higher “reciprocal” tariffs on many of the UK’s competitors.

Published Monday 14th April.
US tariffs: Background, perspectives and impact on the UK

Devolution:

Constitution Committee report on the governance of the union
The House of Lords Constitution Committee has re-examined relations between the UK government and devolved administrations in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland following the introduction of new intergovernmental relations structures in January 2022 and its own earlier inquiry on the subject. In a report published in September 2024, the committee urged the government to add a new principle of positive engagement to the principles underpinning the new structures.

Published Thursday 10th April.
Constitution Committee report on the governance of the union

Business:

Tobacco and Vapes Bill: HL Bill 89 of 2024-25
The bill aims to create a 'smoke-free generation' by banning tobacco sales to anyone born on or after 1 January 2009, alongside other measures to tackle smoking and tobacco harms. It would also further regulate vaping, curbing its appeal to children, while enabling adult smokers to use vapes as a quitting tool. The bill is similar to the Tobacco and Vapes Bill which fell at dissolution 2024.

Published Thursday 10th April.
Tobacco and Vapes Bill: HL Bill 89 of 2024–25




Science and Technology:

Science and Technology Committee report on seizing the opportunity of engineering biology
Engineering biology involves designing and building new biological systems, molecules, or organisms. It has potential applications ranging from medicines and manufacturing to making new materials or more resilient crops. The House of Lords Science and Technology Committee has urged the government to seize the opportunities presented by this technology and warned that without urgent action the UK risks losing the potential benefits of remaining a world-leader in the field.

Published Thursday 10th April.
Science and Technology Committee report on seizing the opportunity of engineering biology

Government:

Public Inquiries: Enhancing public trust – report by the House of Lords Statutory Inquiries Committee
In November 2024, the House of Lords Statutory Inquiries Committee published a report examining public inquiries established under the Inquiries Act 2005. While recognising their positive impact, the committee criticised elements of the public inquiry system, such as governments failing to implement agreed inquiry recommendations. To address this, the committee proposed several reforms, including the formation of a parliamentary committee to oversee inquiries and ensure government accountability for implementing recommendations.

Published Wednesday 9th April.
Public inquiries: Enhancing public trust—report by the House of Lords Statutory Inquiries Committee

In Focus:

The future of news: Report by the House of Lords Communications and Digital Committee
In November 2024, the House of Lords Communications and Digital Committee published a report examining the future of the news sector in the UK. While acknowledging the sector’s strengths, it expressed concerns about declining trust and revenue, threats to investigative reporting and the influence of artificial intelligence (AI). It made several recommendations to the government and others, including dedicating resources to address the challenges of AI and developing a media literacy strategy.

Published Wednesday 9th April.
The future of news: Report by the House of Lords Communications and Digital Committee

	

Institute for Government
	Events:

How does the electoral system need to change before 2029?
The event will be chaired by Dr Hannah White, Director and CEO of the Institute for Government.

We'd be delighted if you could join us on Monday 19 May 2025, 
from 13:00 to 14:00, in person at the Institute for Government or online. Please register via the button below. If this event isn't quite right for you, please forward to a colleague who may be interested.

Register here: How does the electoral system need to change before 2029? 

Is Keir Starmer at the mercy of Donald Trump?
With the global economy reeling from Trump’s tariffs, economist Duncan Weldon joined us on Inside Briefing to try and make sense of the US President’s actions and what comes next.
Listen to episode here: Trump's tariff turnaround

Productivity Pitches #6: What can central government do to improve productivity in public services?
This event, the sixth in the series of events hosted by the IfG, looks at the role that central government can play to improve performance levels and productivity in public services.
Tuesday 29th April | 12:30-13:45
Register here: Productivity Pitches #6: What can central government do to improve productivity in public services? | Institute for Government

How can government be transformed?
Wednesday 30 April | 12:30–13:30
Michael Jary, the government’s former lead Non-Executive Director, will deliver a speech at the IfG to put forward his views on Whitehall reform, before taking part in a panel conversation.
Register here: How can government be transformed? | Institute for Government

Book launch: ‘Exploring Parliament’
Thursday 15 May | 17:30–18:30
An expert panel explore how Parliament works, who works there, and how this institution keeps evolving.
Register here: Book launch: ‘Exploring Parliament’ | Institute for Government

	
OECD

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
	Q&A Webinar:

The teaching profession reimagined: Adapting to a changing world
16 April, 12h30 CEST

The teaching profession and the environments that support it are evolving. This is forcing education systems to rethink career pathways, strengthen teacher autonomy and find ways to foster a healthy, sustainable work environment. A diverse, flexible profession, that values specialisation, collaboration and continuous learning, can support teachers and attract new generations. But what does this shift mean in practice and how can schools, education systems and teachers shape the transformation?
Register here: Webinar Registration - Zoom

People, Places & Firms
Today we are launching a new OECD survey exploring how SMEs across sectors and countries are adopting AI and digital tools - and where key gaps still remain.
Read the Survey here: SME digitalisation for competitiveness | OECD

Using AI to Support Student Creativity: What do we know so far?
16 April, 12h30 CEST

As AI tools advance, educators and policymakers are grappling with key questions: can these tools be used to support student’s creative thinking, or do they risk limiting skills and independence?
Register here: Webinar Registration - Zoom

Urban Days Masterclasses:

The Proximity Revolution
Join Professor Carlos Moreno, globally renowned urbanist and visionary behind the "15-minute city" concept, for an exclusive masterclass on the Revolution of Proximity to explore how bringing work, education, essential services and leisure closer to where people live can help shape more sustainable, resilient and inclusive places.
📅15 April 2025⏰13:00-14:15📍Hybrid
Meeting Registration - Zoom

The Geopolitics of Climate
Join François Gemenne, IPCC co-author and a leading political scientist specialised in climate-related displacement and global governance, for a unique masterclass on The Geopolitics of Climate. Join us to unpack how climate risks are transforming migration patterns across places, shifting power dynamics, and reshaping the future of international relations.
📅16 April 2025⏰13:00-14:15📍Hybrid

News:

Young firms: Engines of competitiveness and inclusive growth
This hybrid workshop on 28 April will present timely evidence on the critical role of young firms in driving both productivity growth and inclusive labour markets. It will explore how young firms shape economic dynamism and inclusive growth across OECD countries.
Register here: fe2lw8yykn.preview-beefreedesign.com/yYEt


The EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism
Europe's push to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 55% by 2030 is prompting a major overhaul of its climate policies. Our blog takes a look at the EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), how it works, and explores its likely impact on global carbon emissions and trade.
Register here: EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism: What is it, how does it work and what are the effects?

	

Policy Exchange
	Invitations:

The Future of Human Rights Law
The launch of a new Policy Exchange workstream
Time and Date :
Tuesday 13th May 2025

Registration from 12:30
12:45 - Event start 
14:00 - Event close
Register here: Policy Exchange - The Future of Human Rights Law

	
Post

The Parliamentary Office for Science & Technology
	All Research:

The circular economy and sustainable manufacturing
A circular economy provides a growth opportunity for the UK, yet it will require timely strategic decisions and planning.

Published Tuesday 15th April.
The circular economy and sustainable manufacturing

Mental health: prevention and resilience
Mental ill health is on the rise and costs the UK economy billions of pounds every year. How can policymakers support psychological wellbeing and build resilience in England?

Published Monday 14th April.
Mental health: prevention and resilience

Cultivated meat
This POSTnote summarises the challenges and opportunities relating to the production, regulation and consumption of cultivated meat, also known as 'lab grown' meat.

Published Friday 11th April.
Cultivated meat

Decarbonising surface transport
To meet carbon budget projections, surface transport emissions will need to fall by 86% from 2023 levels by 2040.

Published Tuesday 8th April.
Decarbonising surface transport

Transport: how can sustainable travel choices be encouraged?
Encouraging more sustainable travel choices could help to reduce carbon emissions from transport.

Published Monday 7th April.
Transport: how can sustainable travel choices be encouraged? 

	

Scottish Government
	Recently Opened:

The Scottish Register of Tartans: fees review
We want to hear your views about the fees associated with the Scottish Register of Tartans. Fees relating to the Register have not changed since they were first set in 2009. This consultation seeks stakeholders’ views on our proposed new fees.
Opened 7 April 2025

Sentencing and Penal Policy Commission: Call for Evidence
This Call for Evidence aims to gather written evidence and views to inform the work of the independent Commission on Sentencing and Penal Policy , which has been established to review Scotland’s current approach to sentencing and penal policy. The Commission will make recommendations for improvements to achieve an effective, rehabilitative justice system, meaning less crime and fewer victims.
Opened 15 April 2025

The Scottish Bus Open Data Consultation
In 2019 the Scottish Government brought in the Transport (Scotland) Act 2019 which included new provisions to better define bus open data, and to require it be shared. We intend to introduce new supporting legislation which define what specific information is required to be published, when, and in what format. We are keen to hear both technical views on the data format, and passenger (user) views on which information should be included.
Opened 31 March 2025

The Scottish Register of Tartans: fees review
We want to hear your views about the fees associated with the Scottish Register of Tartans. Fees relating to the Register have not changed since they were first set in 2009. This consultation seeks stakeholders’ views on our proposed new fees.
Opened 7 April 2025

A full list of open consultations is available on the Scottish Government consultation hub.

Closing soon:

Mitigation of the two-child cap
This consultation seeks views on the Scottish Government’s proposed approach to mitigate the two-child cap policy applied by the UK Government. The two-child cap restricts support through Universal Credit (UC) to the first two children in a family except in some limited circumstances. The Scottish Government is committed to developing systems to alleviate the impact of the two-child cap in Scotland in 2026.
Closing 18 April 2025

Community benefits from net zero energy developments
This consultation is part of a review of the Good Practice Principles for onshore and offshore renewable energy, which seeks to ensure that our guidance helps communities and developers get the best from community benefits.
Closing 11 April 2025

Weekly News:

Additional funding for National Treatment Centre Highland
Apr 10, 2025 02:17 pm
Additional funding for National Treatment Centre Highland
International Education Envoy appointed
Apr 10, 2025 10:41 am
Building Scotland’s academic connections across the world.
Improving lives for autistic adults
Apr 09, 2025 09:00 am
Fund open to third sector organisations.
Investing in community safety
Apr 08, 2025 11:30 am
Almost £200,000 to support dog control measures
Two-year pay offer to Agenda for Change staff
Apr 08, 2025 10:14 am
8% pay increase for nurses, midwives and NHS workers in 2025-26 and 2026-27.
Scotland’s Carbon Footprint: 1998-2021
Apr 08, 2025 09:30 am
An Official Statistics Publication for Scotland
Promoting Scottish business and expertise
Apr 08, 2025 12:01 am
Strengthening ties across Asia.
Securing a successful future for the University of Dundee
Apr 08, 2025 12:01 am
Expert group convened to support institution.
First Minister calls for new support for industry
Apr 07, 2025 04:05 pm
UK Government must "meet the moment" with decisive action.
Housing Bill amendments lodged to strengthen tenants’ rights
Apr 07, 2025 10:01 am
Providing fairness for tenants.

	

Welsh Government
	Regulation of higher education providers and designation for student support
We are consulting on proposals for further regulations to support the establishment of a register of tertiary education providers of higher education in Wales.
Consultation period: 08/04/25 - 04/07/25

New deal to improve access to NHS care and cut waiting times
The Health Secretary set out a new “patient deal” to help people track their place on the waiting list and to crack down on the 700,000 outpatient appointments which are missed or cancelled every year.

Grant scheme helps increase numbers of Welsh speaking teachers
The grant gives secondary schools the opportunity to find innovative ways to tackle short-term staffing problems, increasing numbers of Welsh-speaking teachers and teaching assistants.

New arts hub to be created in Swansea city
centre
The former JT Morgan department store has been vacant for more than 15 years but this project will create a new cultural destination in Swansea city centre, helping to regenerate the area and attract more visitors.

Arts, Culture and Sport:

Cadw Shoulder Season Survey: 2024
3 April 2025 Research

Communities and Regeneration:

Persistent poverty: 2023
27 March 2025 Statistics

Relative income poverty: April 2023 to March 2024
27 March 2025 Statistics

Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD): identifying groups of small areas based on deprivation indicators
2 April 2025 Statistics

Education and Skills:

Attendance of pupils in maintained schools: 2 September 2024 to 14 March 2025
25 March 2025 Statistics

Education Maintenance Allowances (EMA) awarded in Wales: September 2004 to February 2025
26 March 2025 Statistics

Counselling for children and young people: September 2023 to August 2024
27 March 2025 Statistics

Student support applications for higher education: September 2012 to February 2025
27 March 2025 Statistics

Employment and Work:

Labour Market Overview: March 2025
25 March 2025 Statistics

Jobs Growth Wales+ statistics: October to December 2024
27 March 2025 Statistics

Justice and Law:

Pathways from probation to substance misuse treatment services
26 March 2025 Research

Health and Social Care:

Children looked after and substance misuse risk
31 March 2025 Research

Eye care measures for NHS outpatients: February 2025
1 April 2025 Statistics

Housing:

Homelessness accommodation provision and rough sleeping: January 2025
27 March 2025 Statistics

Dwelling stock estimates: as at 31 March 2024
3 April 2025 Statistics

New house building: October to December 2024
3 April 2025 Statistics

Cross-Cutting:

Ad-hoc statistical requests: 10 to 21 March 2025
31 March 2025 Statistics

Ad-hoc statistical requests: 1 April 2025
1 April 2025 Statistics

Ethics in Administrative Data Research
2 April 2025 Research
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