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CBI

Confederation of Business Industry
	Have your say on Trump’s tariffs as a CBI member:

In the last week, President Trump’s tariffs have turned the world trade order on its head. China has retaliated and the EU is warning of a trade war. There are real fears about growth in the US and world economies.

It’s an incredibly concerning time for UK business, and I wanted to reach out with a short note to signpost our latest analysis and response, highlight an online member discussion, and let you know how you can have your say.

Opportunities to engage:

Share your insights on US tariffs
We’re gathering member insights to share with the UK government, BusinessEurope, and officials at the US Embassy. President Trump announced sweeping tariffs on 2 April, including 10% tariffs on all UK imports to the US and 25% tariffs on all foreign-made automobiles, as well as previously announced 25% tariffs on steel and aluminium imports.  

National Living and Minimum Wage resources
The government has developed a series of resources to support employers to adjust to the National Living and Minimum Wage rises that took effect on 1 April. Please see below for the list of resources: 
Details on new wage rates can be found here. 
Press release can be found here. 
Toolkit for employers can be found here. 

Have your say on mandatory ethnicity and disability pay gap reporting 
The Office for Equality and Opportunity recently launched a consultation on mandatory ethnicity and disability pay gap reporting, shaping future legislation. If your organisation employs 250+ people, your insights are vital. 

If you would be interested in feeding into our consultation response either by sending across your reflections to touch with Eugenia Migliori and Evie Matthews.  

Economic snapshot:

This month, please see our summary Economy in brief: April 2025 | CBI, with link to a fuller analysis here: economy-in-brief-april-2025.pdf


	
HEPI

Higher Education
Policy Institute
	Devolved and Place-Based Academic-Policy Engagement: The 2024 Landscape and Reflections – UPEN

Drivers of growth: Universities’ enhanced civic role at the heart of national prosperity (by Lloyds Banking Group and PwC) - HEPI

Reimagining the civic role of universities in a changing landscape – a new generation of value-creating, collaborative universities - HEPI

Average student rents in London overtake the maximum maintenance loan: The 2024 Accommodation Costs Survey - HEPI

Estranged student data is critical to the development of evidence-led practice - HEPI

Compassionate Communication: an exercise in responding - HEPI

HEPI report challenges whether Chinese students receive enough support from UK universities - HEPI

Creating a memorable living experience for Chinese students - HEPI

	

UUK

Universities UK
	In More Detail:

International Student Recruitment Survey 2025 Initial Findings
The survey gathered data on actual and forecasted international student enrolments from September 2023 through to January 2026. The findings indicate continued challenges for the sector:  
· 79.6% of respondents did not meet their forecast for September 2024, following a 6.7% decline in international enrolments in the 2023-24 academic year.
· This corresponds with a sector-wide year-on-year decline of 12.8% for the September 2024 intake.
· Looking ahead, forecasts for September 2025 are broadly in line with September 2023 enrolments, suggesting universities are seeking stability rather than growth. 

Latest on the upcoming Immigration White Paper
Many of you will have seen recent coverage in The Times (6 April) reporting that the government’s Immigration White Paper will not be published until after the local elections on 1 May. As we wait to hear more on future changes to the immigration system, we continue to engage closely with governmental departments to ensure policy stability around the Study and Graduate routes. Our focus remains on highlighting the value of international students – to the UK’s economy, culture and society. 

For those interested in our wider thinking on this, I encourage you to read Harry Anderson’s blog for Wonkhe published earlier this week, which explores what a longer-term, joined-up approach to immigration policy could look like. 

Horizon Europe delegation to Ireland
On 26 March, The delegation brought together high-level representatives from nine UK and nine Irish universities, with presentations from the British Council, Research Ireland, Enterprise Ireland and British Irish Chamber of Commerce. Delegates also benefited from hearing case studies of successful UK-Ireland research collaboration from University College Dublin and University of Strathclyde. The day culminated in a roundtable discussion attended by the UK Ambassador to Ireland, the Royal Irish Academy, Tyndall Institute, InterTradeIreland, and the Department for the Economy Northern Ireland, among others.

UK Foreign Influence Registration Scheme (FIRS) to go live on 1 July 2025
On 1 April, the Home Office released the official Foreign Influence Registration Scheme (FIRS) guidance with a ministerial announcement that FIRS will go live on 1 July 2025. Sector-specific guidance for academia and research has been issued to support successful compliance with the scheme.

Coming Soon:

Gone international report launch and webinar
Looking ahead, I’m pleased to share that one of this month's highlights will be the launch of our new report, Gone international: a new generation, which will be released on 29 April. Drawing on HESA Graduate Outcomes data, the report examines the impact of studying, working and volunteering abroad on students’ academic success and career outcomes. 

To mark the report publication, we will be hosting a webinar on 29 April at 10am, alongside Jisc and Northern Consortium, our partners in developing the report. This will be an opportunity to explore the data and report findings in more depth, and ask any of your questions.

We’d be delighted to see you there – register your place here. 

Keynotes:

Next steps for degree apprenticeships in England

This conference will assess next steps for degree apprenticeships in England.
 
Book your place for Tuesday 29th April 2025: Westminster Forum Projects | Next steps for degree apprenticeships in England

Next steps for UK research and innovation policy

This conference will consider next steps for UK research and innovation, with a focus on investment, strategic development, new institutions and structures, and frameworks for collaboration.
 
Book your place for Wednesday 30th April 2025: Westminster Forum Projects | Next steps for UK research and innovation policy

Next steps for devolution in England

This conference will examine next steps for devolution in England.

Book your place for Tuesday 6th May 2025: Westminster Forum Projects | Next steps for devolution in England

	
WIG

The Whitehall & Industry Group
	April – September Events:

Featured Event:

Lunchtime Briefing with Kate Joseph, Director General, Economic Security and Trade Relations (ESTR), Department for Business & Trade
Thursday 1 May | 12:00 - 14:00

Register here: Lunchtime Briefing with Kate Joseph, Director General, Economic Security and Trade Relations (ESTR), Department for Business and Trade

Virtual Live Briefing with Eamonn Boyland, Interim CEO, Homes England
*NEW*
Tuesday 3 June | 11:00 - 12:00

Register here: Virtual Live Briefing with Eamonn Boyland, Interim CEO, Homes England

Economic Growth and Prosperity:

Opportunities for Cross-Sector Collaboration in Procurement
*NEW*
Thursday 8 May | 08:00 – 10:00

Register here: Procurement Panel

Breakfast Briefing with Fred Perry, Director, Industrial Strategy Unit, Department for Business & Trade
*NEW*
Thursday 22 May | 09:00 - 10:30

Register here: Breakfast Briefing with Fred Perry, Director, Industrial Strategy Unit, Department for Business and Trade

Breakfast Briefing with Andrew Forzani, Government Chief Commercial Officer
*NEW*
Tuesday 10 June | 08:00 - 10:00

Register here: Breakfast Briefing with Andrew Forzani, Government Chief Commercial Officer

Driving Efficiency through Digital Transformation with JP Marks, Permanent Secretary and Chief Executive, HM Revenue & Customs
*NEW*
Wednesday 18 June | 12:00 - 13:00

Register here: Driving Efficiency through Digital Transformation with JP Marks, Permanent Secretary and Chief Executive, HM Revenue and Customs

Trade and International Affairs:

Lunchtime Briefing with Kate Joseph, Director General, Economic Security and Trade Relations (ESTR), Department for Business & Trade
Thursday 1 May | 12:00 - 14:00

Register here: Lunchtime Briefing with Kate Joseph, Director General, Economic Security and Trade Relations (ESTR), Department for Business and Trade

Virtual Live Briefing with Dame Caroline Wilson DCMG, British Ambassador to China
*NEW*
Wednesday 9 July | 09:00 - 10:00

Register here: Virtual Live Briefing with Dame Caroline Wilson DCMG, British Ambassador to China

Collaborative Leadership and Organisational Development:

Women's Leadership Programme: Drop-In session
Thursday 1 May | 12:00 - 12:45

Register here: Women's Leadership Programme: Drop-in session

Step Up Step Across: Drop-In Session
Friday 2 May | 12:00 - 12:45

Register here: Step Up Step Across: Drop-in Session

Advanced Collaborative Leadership Programme: Drop-In Session
Tuesday 6 May | 12:00 - 12:45

Register here: Advanced Collaborative Leadership Programme: Drop-In Session

Learning at Work Week Webinar
Wednesday 14 May | 11:00 - 12:30

Register here: Learning at Work Week Webinar

Senior Leaders Programme: Drop-In Session
Friday 13 June | 12:00 - 12:45

Register here: Senior Leaders Programme: Drop-in Session

Workings of Whitehall: Key Players in the Policymaking Process
*NEW*
Thursday 25 September | 09:00 - 17:00

Register here: Workings of Whitehall: Key Players in the Policymaking Process

Technology and Digital:

Breakfast Briefing with Ilan Gur, CEO, Advanced Research + Invention Agency (ARIA)
*NEW*
Thursday 5 June | 08:00 - 10:00

Register here: WIG Breakfast Briefing with Ilan Gur, CEO, Advanced Research + Invention Agency (ARIA)

Building Trust and Cohesion Across the Sectors in the Adoption of Agentic AI
*NEW*
Thursday 26 June | 08:00 - 10:00

Register here: WIG Panel: Building Trust and Cohesion Across the Sectors in the Adoption of Agentic AI

Breakfast Briefing with Dr Dave Smith, National Technology Adviser, Department for Science, Innovation & Technology
*NEW*
Tuesday 8 July | 08:00 - 10:00

Register here: WIG Briefing with Dr Dave Smith, National Technology Adviser, DSIT

	

Wonke
	What you might have missed:

High education funding in Parliament
The House of Commons Education Committee held a hearing on higher education funding, with speakers from Universities UK, the University and College Union, the National Union of Students, the Universities and Colleges Employers Association, Research England, MillionPlus, the Russell Group, and the British Universities’ International Liaison Association – the full transcripts are now up on the committee page.

OfS on the marking boycott
The Office for Students (OfS) released an insight report on how students were affected by the 2023 marking and assessment boycott, accompanied by polling from YouGov. Some 54 per cent of respondents were dissatisfied with how their institution managed the situation, and only 30 per cent were aware of a right to request financial compensation.

Sussex free speech fallout
The Office for Students is writing to universities that have transgender equality policies similar to that of the University of Sussex, the Guardian reported earlier this week – this morning the paper has a follow-up article examining how the ruling has “sparked anxiety in the sector.” University of Worcester vice chancellor David Green is quoted as saying that a coercive approach “risks terrifying university leaders into a culture of compliance.”
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