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Business Wales
	News:

UK government secures new agreement with the EU
As part of the deal, a new agreement will make it easier for food and drink to be imported and exported by reducing the red tape that placed burdens on businesses and led to lengthy lorry queues at the border. This agreement will have no time limit, giving vital certainty to businesses.

Sinema Cymru: new round of funding to boost Welsh language film
Following its initial success, a second round of funding has opened to support Welsh language feature films with international and big screen potential.

Business Wales Supplier Roadshows: Guiding Businesses through Procurement Reforms
The fully funded roadshows designed to help existing and prospective suppliers find, bid for, and win public sector contracts, while navigating major changes to procurement regulations.

Make UK Manufacturing Awards
Make UK Manufacturing Awards 2025 are now open for entries. This is your chance to shine a light on the successes of your business and your apprentices.

£10 million to support community-led energy projects across Wales
New funding is now available to support organisations across Wales to develop Smart Local Energy Systems, helping ensure the benefits of energy generation are retained and felt in local communities.

Supported events achieve huge return on investment
Arts, culture and sporting events supported by Welsh Government through Event Wales generated more than £40 million for the economy in 2024. This represented a ten to one return on investment.

Business Wales support helps North Wales company craft export success
Funding secured through the Welsh Government Trade Team funded Overseas Business Development Visit Programme, which provides support and assistance to companies (SME and large) to attend overseas exhibitions and undertake business development activities in market and boost exports.

Expert picks: Essential resources to boost your leadership and business growth
We know your time is valuable. That’s why this series delivers expert-recommended books, podcasts, and tools that tackle real-world challenges and offer practical solutions to help your business succeed.

	

House of Commons Library
	Business:

The UK economy: a dashboard
This interactive dashboard shows data on economic growth, inflation, trade, employment, government borrowing and debt across the UK.

Banking fraud
This briefing covers the scale of banking fraud, how the police respond to fraud, and what the public and private sectors are doing to reduce the impact of banking fraud.

Economy:

Student loans and interest rates: FAQs
Find out the answers to some commonly asked questions about student loans and interest rates in the UK.

High cost of living: Impact on households
This briefing covers how the high period of inflation in the UK from 2021 to 2024 continues to affect household incomes, spending, poverty, savings and debt.

Local Growth Deals
This note looks at the creation of the Single Local Growth Fund and the process of allocating Growth Deal funding to Local Enterprise Partnerships.

Financial markets: Economic indicators
The price of shares and commodities can help show the health of the economy. Find the latest data on the prices of shares, oil and gold.

GDP international comparisons: Economic indicators
GDP measures the size of the economy. Find the latest GDP growth data for the UK and comparisons with other G7 economies.

Productivity: Economic indicators
The level of output the economy produces for a given input is called productivity. Find the latest data on UK and international productivity.

Transport:

Bus Services (No. 2) Bill [HL] 2024–25
A bill intended to expand bus franchising powers and to strengthen local authority influence over bus services in England.


Education:

The contribution of maths to the UK
A Westminster Hall debate on the contribution of maths to the UK is scheduled for Thursday 5 June 2025. The debate will be led by Ian Sollom MP.

Health:

What is the proposed WHO Pandemic Preparedness Treaty?
The WHO is negotiating a treaty on pandemic preparedness. The briefing outlines what has been proposed, how it relates to the International Health Regulations, where negotiations are up to, and what comes next.

Reforming the Mental Health Act: Independent review to draft bill
A timeline of reforming the Mental Health Act up to the draft Mental Health Bill, including the independent review, white paper, and pre-legislative scrutiny.

Elections:

By-elections in the 2024 Parliament
This briefing sets out results of the by-elections held in the 2024 Parliament, including lists of candidates, vote share and voter turnout.

UK parliamentary by-elections since 1945
This list notes the number of by-elections by session since 1945-46 together with a list of the the successful candidates in by-elections since 2005.

Culture, Media and Sport:

VAT and Churches
Construction work to repair buildings, including historic churches, is charged VAT at the 20% standard rate. The Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme provides grants to mitigate the VAT costs for these repairs.

Government:

Speakers’ statements on ministerial policy announcements made outside the House
Statements made by the Speaker deprecating the making of key policy announcements before they are made in the House of Commons.

Environment:

UK-EU summit
A Westminster Hall debate on the May 2025 UK-EU Summit is scheduled for Thursday 22 May, from 1.30pm. The debate was selected by the Backbench Business Committee and will be led by Stella Creasy MP and Richard Tice MP.

	

House of Lords Library
	Business:

AI and creative technology scaleups: Communications and Digital Committee report
In September 2024 the House of Lords Communications and Digital Committee launched an inquiry into the scaleup challenges facing startup enterprises working with artificial intelligence (AI) and creative technology. In a report published in February 2025, the committee warned the UK risked becoming an incubator economy where UK startups developed innovative products and services before selling out or moving abroad. This briefing summarises the report’s recommendations and the government’s response.

	

Institute for Government
	Events:

In conversation with Nick Clegg
The former deputy prime minister was at the Institute on Tuesday to reflect on the 15th anniversary of the formation of the Conservative–Liberal Democrat coalition government of 2010–15.
Watch back: In conversation with Nick Clegg

Starmer’s UK-EU reset: bigger but more vague that predicted
The agreements unveiled at yesterday's UK–EU summit point to a more comprehensive revamp of the relationship than was expected – but there is a lot of negotiating left to do, argues Jill Rutter.
Read comment: Keir Starmer’s UK-EU reset: bigger but more vague than predicted

Starmer and the strangers
If this week is all about Europe, last week the focus was on immigration. With the prime minister making headlines with his warnings of an “island of strangers”, British Future’s Sunder Katwala joined the podcast team to dig into the detail of the government’s new immigration policy.
Listen to more episodes: Inside Briefing

Starmer needs to change how Whitehall runs immigration policy
The government's long-awaited immigration white paper hinted at a new way of thinking, but ministers are missing the tools they need to deliver a strategic approach, argues Sachin Savur – co-author on our report Why government should introduce an Annual Migration Plan.
Read more comments: Comments

Lessons from the Darlington Economic Campus for civil service relocation
Last week also saw the government announce plans to move more civil servants out of London, following the success of previous relocation initiatives like the creation of the Treasury's economic campus in Darlington – the subject of this 2023 IfG report.
Read more reports: Our publications

IfG Ministers Reflect | Tony Blair
The IfG's Ministers Reflect series includes more than 170 conversations with former ministers from the UK and devolved governments. And with UK–EU relations back in the news, we return to our 2019 interview with Tony Blair, who discussed the impact of Brexit on the UK.
Read interviews: Ministers Reflect

IfG Academy
The IfG Academy brings together our expertise on government to provide practical training and support. We help those working in government to improve it, and those outside government to understand and engage with it. Get in touch to find out more about our work.
Visit the IfG Academy: IfG Academy

Event | Effective urban leadership: What are the international lessons for England’s mayors?
Wednesday 21 May | 09:30–10:30
Join us to discuss what lessons England’s growing cohort of mayors can learn from other countries.

Event | What can the government do to improve how the NHS spends money?
Monday 2 June | 10:00–11:00
Join us to hear an expert panel discuss how Wes Streeting can improve NHS productivity.

Event | In conversation with Jeremy Hunt MP: Britain's place in the world
Wednesday 4 June | 18:00–19:00
The IfG is pleased to welcome Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP to launch his new book: Can We Be Great Again? Why a dangerous world needs Britain.

Event | The Nolan Principles at 30: What does the future hold for standards in public life?
Thursday 19 June | 09:00–17:00
Join us to hear Sir John Major and Doug Chalmers discuss how ethical standards can be upheld in the future.

	
OECD

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
	Recent Releases:

OECD Economic Survey: Luxembourg 2025
Luxembourg has the highest GDP per capita among the 38 OECD countries and low public debt. To maintain strong economic growth and public finances, policies should now focus on boosting innovation and skills and securing the sustainability of the pension system for future generations.
The Survey says that GDP growth is projected to pick up from 1.0% in 2024 to 2.1% in 2025 and 2.3% in 2026.
Explore the snapshot

IFCMA paper: The effects of climate policies on emissions
This paper reviews ex-post empirical studies assessing the effects of climate change mitigation policies on emissions. It synthesises evidence from 187 studies covering five broad sectors - agriculture, forestry and land use (AFOLU), buildings, industry, power, and transport - providing about 450 estimates of policy impact. The findings suggest that most policies effectively reduce emissions, with a median effect of about -5% per year, though with substantial variation across studies. 
Read more

Paper: Five facts on non-compete and related clauses in OECD countries
Non-compete clauses are no longer limited to top executives. This new paper reveals how these clauses—often bundled with other post-employment restrictions—are affecting up to 1 in 4 workers in some countries, including low-wage earners. The paper reviews international evidence and highlights the urgent need for more research.
Read the paper

	
OFS
	N/A

	

Policy Exchange
	Policy Exchange invites you to:

Law of Armed Conflict Conference with General David H Petraeus (USA, Ret.)

80 years on: have we learnt?
General David H Petraeus (USA, Ret.)
Former Commander, US Central Command
Former Commander, ISAF in conversation with Rt Hon Sir Michael Fallon KCB, Former Secretary of State of Defence
Intermission 12:30 – 12:45

Legal Challenges to Effective Deterrence
Member of the Finnish Parliament
Former Finnish Chief of the Defence Staff
Air Chief Marshal Lord Peach
KG GBE KCB DL, Former UK Chief of the Defence Staff, Former Chairman of the Military Committee of NATO
General David H Petraeus (USA, Ret.), Former Commander, US Central Command, Former Commander, ISAF
Lord Verdirame KC, Barrister and Professor of International Law

The event will include a Q&A with the audience.
In Person Registration 
Webinar Registration 

	

Post
	All Research:

Trust, public engagement and UK Parliament
What is the relationship between public engagement activities and public trust? What makes different types of engagement methods effective, and how can they engage the public and impact trust levels?

Impacts of birthrate decline
This POSTnote considers the potential impacts of birthrate decline, including on the workforce and the provision of public services.

	

Scottish Government
	Consultations:

Scottish Government and members of civil society committed to the principles of trust and transparency in Scotland are starting their own community bulletin.
 
Hear from Scottish Government and civil society about:
· opportunities to contribute and get involved in work on trust and transparency in Scotland
· joining community events
· local and international learning
· reflections from members of our Open Government civil society committee
· policy updates from the Open Government Action Plan

Recently Opened:

Qualifications for teachers of children and young people who are blind, partially sighted, deaf, or deafblind
This consultation seeks to capture views on proposed changes to the guidance on appropriate qualifications and teacher competencies for teachers who teach children and young people who are blind or partially sighted, deaf, or deafblind. The proposed changes take into account developments in sensory impairment education since 2007, with the overall aim of enhancing attainment for children and young people with these specific learning needs.
Opened 08 May 2025

Process for determining electoral boundaries in Scotland
This consultation will discuss some of the processes used to approve changes to electoral boundaries in the UK and around the world, and ask for your views on which of the models may be a best fit for Scotland. It will also ask whether any other changes should be made as a result of any change to the approval process.
Opened 15 May 2025

A full list of open consultations is available on the Scottish Government consultation hub.



Closing soon:

Potential cruise ship levy (Scotland)
The Scottish Government is seeking views on giving local authorities in Scotland the power to introduce a cruise ship levy in all, or part, of their area if they choose to do so. We want to hear your views on the benefits and problems a cruise ship levy could bring, the potential impacts (both positive and negative), and practical questions about how any such levy could best work.
Closing 30 May 2025

Animal Health Fixed Penalty Notice Scheme
The Scottish Government is seeking feedback on proposals for the introduction of a Fixed Penalty Notice Scheme (FPN) issued for minor offences under the Animal Health Act 1981. Under the Animal Health Act 1981, Scottish Ministers have the power to make regulations allowing for fixed penalty notices (FPNs) to be used for certain animal health offences.
Closing 30 May 2025

	

UK Parliament
	What does your business need from the UK-EU reset?
Join the Business and Trade Committee to discuss what should be prioritised in negotiations with the EU. The discussion will be led by Committee Chair Rt Hon Liam Byrne MP following the EU Reset Summit on Monday 19 May. 

Read the Committee’s latest report on the subject ahead of the event and bring your questions for the Chair: https://lnkd.in/eDk9xBUX   

You can join the event here: https://www.linkedin.com/events/7329178056386883585/comments/ 

	

UK Knowledge Exchange
	New calls for evidence:

· Preventing waste and enabling a circular economy | Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee | 18 June 2025

All other inquiries currently accepting written evidence:

· Addressing the risks from Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) | Environmental Audit Committee | 26 May 2025
· Water sector regulation | Public Accounts Committee | 26 May 2025
· Collecting the right tax from wealthy individuals | Public Accounts Committee | 29 May 2025
· AUKUS | Defence Committee | 30 May 2025
· Autism Act 2009 | Autism Act 2009 Committee | 2 June 2025
· Cost of maintaining the FCDO’s overseas estate | Public Accounts Committee | 2 June 2025
· MoD’s oversight of Reserve Forces’ and Cadets’ Associations | Public Accounts Committee | 2 June 2025
· Petitioning against the Norwich Livestock Market Bill [HL] | Private Bill Office | 2 June 2025**
· Misogyny: the manosphere and online content | Women and Equalities Committee | 6 June 2025
· Improving family court services for children | Public Accounts Committee | 9 June 2025
· Governance and decision-making on major projects | Public Accounts Committee | 12 June 2025
· Improving local areas through developer funding | Public Accounts Committee | 16 June 2025
· Combatting New Forms of Extremism | Home Affairs Committee | 18 June 2025
· Reducing NHS waiting times for elective care | Public Accounts Committee | 19 June 2025
· Civil service pensions | Public Accounts Committee | 23 June 2025
· Government fees, charges and levies | Public Accounts Committee | 26 June 2025
· Improving government customer service | Public Accounts Committee | 30 June 2025
· Local bus services in England | Public Accounts Committee | 3 July 2025
· Resilience to threats from animal disease | Public Accounts Committee | 7 July 2025
· Accountability in small government bodies | Public Accounts Committee | No date
· Call lists | Procedure Committee | No date
· Electronic voting | Procedure Committee | No date
· Government use of data analytics to make fraud and error savings | Public Accounts Committee | No date

Opportunities:

Engineering opportunity: Ashok Kumar Fellowship – 3-month fellowship
The deadline to apply is Sunday 29th June 2025, 23:55 and interviews will be held on Monday 18th August 2025
Full details about the fellowship including the funding arrangements, full eligibility requirements and the application pack are available here.

	

Welsh Government
	Business, Economy and Innovation:

Cycling tourism development
6 May 2025 Research

Communities and Regeneration:

Review of the Single Advice Fund
13 May 2025 Research



Education and Skills:

Attendance of pupils in maintained schools: 2 September 2024 to 25 April 2025
6 May 2025 Statistics

Employment and Work:

Labour Market Overview: May 2025
15 May 2025 Statistics

Health and Social Care:

Eye care measures for NHS outpatients: March 2025
6 May 2025 Statistics

Staff directly employed by the NHS: as at 31 December 2024
14 May 2025 Statistics

NHS vacancy statistics: 31 December 2024
14 May 2025 Statistics

Sickness absence in the NHS: October to December 2024
14 May 2025 Statistics

Environment and Climate Change:

Local authority municipal waste management: July to September 2024
14 May 2025 Statistics

Public Sector:

Non-domestic rates (estimates): April 2025 to March 2026
6 May 2025 Statistics

Consultations Closing Soon:

Updated guidance for designing Gypsy and Traveller sites
We want your views on our updated guidance for designing Gypsy and Traveller sites.
Consultation period: 17/02/25 - 19/05/25

Updated guidance for managing Gypsy and Traveller sites
We want your views on our updated guidance for managing Gypsy and Traveller sites.
Consultation period: 17/02/25 - 19/05/25

School term dates 2026 to 2027
We want your views on the proposed dates for 2026 to 2027 and the related draft direction.
Consultation period: 03/03/25 - 25/05/25

New building control regime for higher-risk buildings and wider changes to the building regulations in Wales
We want your views on proposed changes to the building control regime and building regulations in Wales.
Consultation period: 26/03/25 - 25/05/25
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